
ON T H E  5 0 t h  A N N I V E R S A R Y  O F  T H E  F O U N D I N G  

OF T H E  U S S R  

The Soviet people and all p rogress ive  peoples mark a wonderful jubilee in 1972- the  50th anniversary  
of the founding of the f i r s t  multinational social is t  state in the world, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. 

On December  30, 1922 the F i rs t  Congress of Soviets of the USSR opened in Moscow, which considered 
and ratif ied the Declarat ion on the founding of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. Initially the USSR 
was made up of the Russian SFSR, the Ukrainian SSR, the Beloruss ian  SSR, and the Transcaucas ian  SFSR. 
The Russian Republic formed the nucleus around which the multinational social is t  state was created and 
strengthened. The counterrevolut ionary propaganda and the bourgeois politicians predicted a rapid death 
for the new state, but it emerged  even s t ronger  f rom all the t r ia ls .  

The newly formed Turkmen SSR and Uzbek SSR entered the USSR in 1924, and the Tadzhik SSR en- 
t e red  in 1929. 

In December  1936 the USSR numbered 11 republics.  In 1940 the Latvian SSR, Estonian SSR, and 
Lithuanian SSR voluntari ly entered the USSR, and the Moldavian SSR was also founded. Each of the r e -  
publics obtained genuine autonomy in the land of the Soviets. The entire h is tory  of the Soviet State has 
been a t r iumph of Leninist  national politics. 

The new state made an energet ic  attack on the economic and cultural  backwardness of the peoples 
who had been oppressed under czar i sm.  During the years  of Soviet rule more  than 40 nationalities f i r s t  ob- 
tained their  own writ ten language. The number~of middle schools and institutions of higher education in the 
republics grew immeasurably .  National teaching cadres  were formed. For  example, in Kazakhstan, where 
before the October Revolution not more than 2% of the Kazakhs were counted among the l i terate  populalion, 
there  a re  now more  than 40 higher education institutions, and 44,000 special is ts  with a higher or middle 
education are  employed in the national economy of the once backward Buryat. 

The real izat ion of profound social  r e fo rms  is accomplished by the Communist  Pa r ty  and the Soviet 
Government on the basis  of scientific foresight  and based on the teachings of Marx and Lenin. The ser ies  
of speeches and works of V. I. Lenin, the founder of our state, is permeated  with the idea of the importance 
of the role of science in the building of a new social  s t ructure  and the development of its industrial base. 
Many great  scient is ts  took an active par t  in solving the important and difficult problems standing before 
them f rom the f i r s t  days of the existence of the Soviet State. 

The study of natural r e sou rce s  and productive forces  of the country and the exploitation and develop- 
ment of its remote  regions was a neces sa ry  prerequis i te  for the formation of the industrial  and energetic 
foundation of communism.  This problem was successful ly  solved by the combined forces  of the scientists ,  
engineers,  and workers .  The plan for the electr i f icat ion of Russia  (GOELRO) developed on the initiative of 
V . I .  Lenin was of enormous importance.  The accomplishment  of this plan and its fur ther  development r e -  
quired the solution of many complicated scientific and technical  problems.  The development of native 
aviation was closely connected with the development of many a reas  of Soviet science,  p r imar i ly  of mechanics .  
Soviet aerohydromechanics ,  which occupies one of the fo remos t  positions in world science,  is the f i rm 
foundation of modern aviation and rocket  technology, The fact that In a difficult period for the young state 
the Pa r ty  found it possible to support a whole ser ies  of t imely new fields of science and technology played 
a large role here.  In par t icu lar ,  the Central  Aerohydrodynamics  Institute was created,  within whose walls 
scient is ts  developed who became the founders of pioneering t rends in modern solid state mechanics.  
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The works  of N~ Eo Zhukovskii ,  S. A. Chaplygin, and N. E. Kochin and the i r  students a r e  the foundation of 
modern  ae rohydromechan ics ,  its gold stock. 

In the y e a r s  of Soviet power  the geography of Soviet sc ience expanded immeasu rab ly .  Republic 
academies  of sc iences  w e r e  founded along with higher education inst i tut ions and s c i e n t i f i c - r e s e a r c h  es t ab -  
l i shments ;  ta lented  sc ien t i s t s  emerged ,  the fundamental  sc ience  schools were  founded which make a consid-  
e rab le  contribution to the develcpment  of native and wor ld  science.  The Academy of Sciences of the 
Ukrainian SSR, in which studies in the a r e a s  of cyberne t ics ,  solid s tate  physics  and the science of m a t e r i a l s ,  
physica l  chemis t ry ,  and geology a re  extensively  conducted, is a g rea t  sc ience  center .  The Ukraine is the 
home of the scient i f ic  school  of meta l  welding. Wide recogni t ion has been rece ived  by the studies in  a s t r o -  
physics  in the Academy of Sciences of the Armenian  SSR, mechanics  and mathemat ics  in the Academy of 
Sciences of the Georgian SSR, alkaloid c h e m i s t r y  in the Academy of Sciences of the Uzbek SSR, geology in 
the Academy of Sciences of the Kazakh SSR, p e t r o c h e m i s t r y  in the Academy of Sciences o f t heAze rba id zh an -  
ian SSR, fine organic  synthes is  in the Academy of Sciences of the Latvian SSR, etc. 

Scientific insti tutions of the Academy of Sciences of the USSR are  p resen t ly  s i tuated in more  than 60 
cit ies and populated points of the country. Grea t  new scient i f ic  cen te rs  a re  c rea ted  and a re  being created.  
The exper iment  of the c r e a t i o n o f t h e  Novos ib i r sk  Scientific Center  has  enormous  significance.  The Ural  
Scientific Center  in Sverdlovsk,  the F a r  E a s t e r n  Scientific Center  in Vladivostok, and the Nor th-Caucas ian  
Scientific Center  High School in Ros tov-on-Don were  organized  for  the purposes  of future study and develop-  
ment  of the industr ia l  fo rces  of the Urals ,  Siberia ,  the F a r  East ,  and other regions of the RSFSRo Branches  
of the Academy of Sciences of the USSR were  founded in a number  of autonomous republ ics  (in Komi, 
Yakutsk, T a t a r ,  and others) .  

The development  of Soviet sc ience  is inseparab ly  linked with the development  of the Soviet Social is t  
State. Even in the p r e w a r  y e a r s  Soviet sc ient i s t s  belonged in the front  ranks  of world sc ience in mechanics ,  
physics ,  chemis t ry ,  and other  a r ea s .  

During the difficult y e a r s  of the Great  Pa t r io t i c  War  sc ien t i s t s  along with all the Soviet people devoted 
all t he i r  s t rength  and knowledge to the s e rv i ce  of the cause.  The development  of new types of a r t i l l e r y  and 
rocke t  weapons,  new types  of f ighter  p lanes  and tanks,  and the act ive  par t ic ipa t ion  in providing the front  
with all  neces s i t i e s  - t h e s e  a r e  only a few of the many jobs of sc ien t i s t s  in this  per iod.  Nor were  funda- 
mental  invest igat ions broken off. This  enabled our country,  despite  all  the hardships  and losses  brought 
about during the war ,  to enter  fully equipped into the a t o m i c - s p a c e  age, the age of scient i f ic  and technical  
revolut ion.  The P a r t y  and the government  display a t i r e l e s s  concern  for  the future development  of Soviet 
sc ience,  the s t rengthening of i ts  ranks ,  and supplying it with h igh-grade  equipment in the f o r m  of new ex-  
p e r i m e n t a l  appara tus  and compute rs .  This  concern  is r e f l ec ted  in the many decis ions on concre te  p rob l ems  
of the development  of sc ience  and education. 

The vis ion of V. I. Lenin has been fulfilled: "Only soc i a l i sm  l ibe ra tes  sc ience f r o m  its bourgeois  
paths,  f r o m  its subjugation to capital ,  f r o m  its s l ave ry  before  the in te res t s  of filthy capi ta l i s t ic  s e l f -  
in te res t "  (V. I. Lenin, Works ,  Fourth Ed., Vol. 27, p. 375). 

The number  of people  d i rec t ly  engaged in the sphere  of scient i f ic  studies in our country  exceeds  one 
million. Science has become  a d i rec t  product ive  force  of soc ia l i s t  society.  In connection with this ,  the 
P a r t y  devotes  g rea t  at tention to the sea rch  for  paths of future  inc rease  in the product ive work of sc ient i s t s ,  
for  an i nc rea se  in the ef fec t iveness  of scient i f ic  r e s e a r c h ,  and for  the e a r l i e r  introduction of the ach ieve-  
ments  of sc ience  into p rac t i ca l  product ive act ivi ty d i rec ted  toward  improving the wel l -being of the Soviet 
people and to s t rengthening the defensive capaci ty  of our country. 

Noting the inc reas ing  r a t e s  of scient i f ic  and technical  p r o g r e s s ,  the 24th Session of the Communis t  
P a r t y  of the Soviet Union set  be fore  Soviet sc ien t i s t s  new t a sks  inthe bus iness  of building communism.  A 
grandiose  goal stands before  the sc ien t i s t s  of the Soviet Union - t h e  building of communism.  The posi t ions  
achieved by Soviet sc ience in the pas t  have laid a f i r m  foundation for  succes se s  to come in achieving this 
g rea t  goal. 
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